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Injury received by the hair shaft outside. It Is therefore more reasonable
to apply the term abnormality to the follicle rather than to its product.
The hair follicles may be developed either abnormally strongly or
abnormally weakly. In the former event the hair is unusually thick and
abundant—hypertrichosis, and in the latter it may be very fine or
completely absent. (See alopecia, Vol. I, p. 337.)
2.-HIRSUTIES
(1)—Classification of Types
606.] Hypertrichosis (hirsuties) may be: (1) Universal or generalized, Generalized
every part of the body being affected, e.g. the 'dog-faced' man. (2)
Partial or localized. In this type there may be (a) circumscribed areas Localized
of hairiness on parts not usually very hairy, e.g. on the lower spinal
region, associated with spina bifida; (b) unusually abundant growth of
hair on parts that normally show some hair, e.g. the forearms and lower
legs; (<?) growth of hair that is abnormal only in regard to the sex of the
patient, e.g. on the upper lip, chin, submental region, cheeks, sternal
region, forearms, and lower legs, in women; or (d) local excessive
growth of hair in either sex combined with other abnormality of the
skin, associated with moles, or in neurofibromatosis. Only the last two
varieties are of any importance from, the point of view of treatment,
since the others are freak developments for which nothing can be done.
(2)—Hypertrichosis in the Female
(a) Aetiology and Clinical Picture
The abnormality may be divided into two types, one beginning between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five and the other becoming obvious
in later life, usually at or after the menopause.
Early castration of the male results in the partial or total failure of Relation to
development of the hair other than that of the scalp and, incidentally, sex h®
prevents the development of the masculine type of baldness which
begins at about the age of twenty. There is a tendency in women to
develop hair on the face after the menopause. There appears therefore
from these facts to be a connexion between the growth of hair on the
face and the sex hormones. The matter is, however, far from simple.
It is not uncommon to see an overgrowth of hair in an apparently
healthy girl with normal sexual functions; she may marry at, say,
twenty-two and give birth to a usual number of children whom she is able
to feed at the breast satisfactorily, and yet the condition may progress
steadily during the whole of her sexual life and not be aggravated by
the onset of the menopause.
Occasionally the hirsuties is associated with obvious abnormality in
the function of the sex organs, but this is present in only a small
proportion of the cases. From time to time, however, cases are
recorded in which hormone treatment has been successful.
Some diseases of the adrenal glands are associated with precocious

